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PRIDE OR PREJUDICE?
It was a fine and hot day, and I was lined up to wash my car at a “do it yourself” carwash. The guy in front of me had finished rinsing his car, and despite enormous signs all over the place stating DO NOT DRY YOUR CAR IN THE WASH BAY, he proceeded to chamois down his car right there in front of me. Decision time – say nothing, say something nicely, say something not so nicely. I opted for 2.

“Hi mate, would you mind moving your car through to the drying bay so I can wash mine?” Non-confrontational tone and body language, phrased as a question. 
His response started with his hands moving to his hips and his chest expanding like a silver backed gorilla. 
“Why don’t you f… off back to your own country you black wog &$%@#.”

Not hard for me to do as I was born in Seven Hills, about 7 kms from the car wash, close to where my parents were also both raised as toddlers.
I immediately saw red at the utter gall and primal boofheadedness of this guy and opened my door to move towards him (to learn how this particular true story ended, email me as it is a beautiful example of Brain Blinkers in action). I noticed the Southern Cross emblazoned on his right shoulder and on the back window of his ute. He was a dictionary-version of a racist red-neck Aussie, the kind you would have seen at the Cronulla riots a few years back. The kind that continue to bring down our Australian culture.
Unfortunately, we have recently witnessed the Australian flag becoming associated with a sort of nationalistic racism. Coles has been accused of inciting racial hatred by selling a rage of Australia Day clothing for toddlers with the slogan “Aussie Born, Aussie Bred”. I feel so incredibly sad that this flag – a symbol of our nation – has had it’s depth of pride and emotion damaged by the pigheaded perspectives of a small minority. I have spoken to friends that are now concerned to proudly display the Aussie flag because they feel like a red neck. I feel sick to the stomach.
What has happened? Have we let the racist beliefs of a few dominate that much? We need to take the flag back from the clutches of the severely Brain Blinkered, and move forward as a nation rather than dwell in the aura of what happened in Nazi Germany 60 years ago. We undoubtedly live in the best country in the world, and we should be proud of who we are. Proud of our pioneering past, our progressive & multicultural now, and our world-leading future. 
I hope tomorrow we can have a beer, help a mate, remember those before us and smile at a flag that truly represents a good people.
MOUNTAINS MOVED

We very recently worked again with Novartis, one of the world’s leading pharmaceutical companies. In working with their wonderful oncology team, we received a lot of positive feedback on how the Brain Blinkers program not only helps in the workplace but personally too. It was brought home to me through the feedback from Christina:
“Fantastic & fun-filled session! It’s amazing how you come to realise the many Brain Blinkers that surround you!”

MONDAY MOTIVATION
Abraham J Heschel sums it up very nicely. He must have been there at the car wash:
“Racism is man’s gravest threat to man – the maximum of hatred for a minimum of reason.”
WHAT’S NEW
Lot’s of people ask if we can cater for large groups. We are working with 700 people in mid February that will be a mix of our Sing, Sing, SING! and Team Tempo sessions. The bottom line is that Move Mountains can meet your needs, whether it is 3 or 3,000 people!
Click here to request our latest Information Package, and click here to see some brief promotional videos on our website, showing our key sessions in action!

Have a wonderful Valentines Day and we look forward to working with you in 2010!
Anthony Bonnici
Director, Move Mountains Pty Ltd
+61 (0) 414 481 769
anthony@movemountains.com.au
www.movemountains.com.au
See Anthony in action:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMEmDt0Knwo
